Be safe with dogs
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Pets change lives
We change theirs

There are lots of good things about having a dog: they are great friends, they keep you fit
and you can learn a lot about caring and being responsible when helping to look after them.

Dogs can feel a lot of the things that you can, such as happiness, anxiety/worry and fear,
so it’s important that you understand how to behave around dogs at home and outside,
so you can enjoy being with them and can stay safe.
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Blue Cross is a charity that has been changing the lives of sick, injured and homeless pets,
and the people who love them, since 1897.



Dog body language -
read the signs

I am afraid. I'm cowering away from you and | don’t want my tummy tickled. | am really scared. |
may hide under furniture. See how my ears are moved away from you and rolled on my back, and my
flat back. I may show my teeth, snarl or growl. tail is tucked between my legs. | am so scared that if

you come to tickle me, | might think you are going to
hurt me and | might bite.

I‘m not sure about you yet

I'm moving slowly and lowering I am moving away from you with my My head is lowered and my tail is

my head. My paw is raised and head lower than my shoulders. tucked away. | am looking at you
I may lick my lips to show | am I have tucked my tail away and may sideways and may yawn to show
a little unsure. glance over my shoulder and show I am not sure about you.

the white of my eye.

Happy to meet you
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My body is relaxed. Look how my | am feeling playful and excited. | want My tail is wagging. You can tell from
ears are forward or relaxed and my you to play with me! My front legs are my face that I'm interested and alert
tongue is hanging. | am wagging right forward and my back end is raised. | - look how relaxed my jaw is and
my tail and my body. My tail is high and wagging. | may drop | my tongue is hanging down.
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my ball for you to throw.

Blue Cross Education Team
Blue Cross Shilton Road, Burford, Oxon OX18 4PF

Sick, injured and homeless pets have relied on us since Eeleplhoge: 0300 "&8950 ) BLY,
1897. Thousands of abandoned or unwanted pets turn mail: education@bluecross.org.u CROSSE

to us for help every year. Our doors are always open
to them and the people who love them and with your
support, they always will be.

Pets change lives

bluecross.org .Uk We change theirs

Registered charity no: 224392 (England and Wales), SC040154 (Scotland).



